NATIONAL COMMERCIAL RADIC MOVEMENT

4g Welby House,
Hazelviile Doad,
London N.19.

Dear Nember, « AUTEMRN /I ci éq

%e are esending you this sxbra newsletier, firstly to make suends for the
long gap between the last two newsletiers, aud secondly because we have some

pisces of news which cznnot weit until the next newsletier, notably the
Curistmas Drow.

We do hope that you will do your very best to sell as many tickets for the
Draw as possible, te your friends, family snd work colleagues. The tickets
will cost 64 each, snd coms in nooks of ten tickeis. 411 comnterfoils for sold
tickets must be back with us by 1l0th Deceaber, as the Draw will take place on
15th December sc that prize-winners wiil have their prizes by Christmas. As |
an added incentive, for every book out of which you.car sell nize tickets, the’
tenth will be placed in the Draw fres, in the name of that member. ¥e are
looking forward to your fullest suppert for the Drawi books of tickets can be
obtained from the N.C.R.M., price 4/6d per bock (don't forget e fill the last
ticket counterfoil in with vour ovn name) and we are ready rdght now ior the
first crders! The prizes to be won are!l

lst Prize: w10 :

2nd TFrize: Morphy Richards Steam Iron

3rd Frize: & wottle of Whishkey

beh Prize: £1 Boots (chemists) voucher

Sth Prize: 15/ -4 record token

Campaifn for Better Broadeasting

Some of you may have read in the press that there is an orgenisation witn
the above name, which has set itsell wp to try and halt scme of the changes
inside the B.B.C. as proposed in the B.B.C.'s "Broadeasting in the Seventies"
plan for the future. Three members of the N.C.R.M., Committee atiended a meeiing

held by the C.B.3B., in the Iastitute of Britieh Architects, in Portlend Place ()

The C.b.E. are fighting hard against the drastic cutback proposed by the
B.B.C. on 'winority' prograumes such as drama, poetry, classical music snd the
arts, on Rediv Three; sapparently s minority is less than a quarter~-million,
Ferhaps at this peint it should be pointed oub that the N.C.R.M., as well as
wishingz to introduce indapendent radic, feeis that the B.B.C. should retain iheir
public-gervice principles, and not bother oo much about audience ratings - they
really have no need te. Therefore on this point we agree with the C.B.B., A
purber of ouestions were raised {rom a distinguished sudisnce of M.P.'s, Union
representatives, lecturers and B.B.U. preducers. ‘mfortunately it was not the
intention of the meebting to discuss commercial radlo, although the C.B.B. =aid
perhaps a mecting on that subject should bLe orpanised in the future. if this
does happen, we shall be the first to let jyou Know e

-

Congerwative Party Conferencs

-

Ou the zeme 3day as the C.B.B. meziling, iloe Consurvative Party Conference
was taking place in Brighton, and ancliaer H.O. 4., Commithtee membor was Qown
tusre {we're cverywhere, folks)., Vaul Sryan made his psual statement on the
ines that when the Conservative Pardy returns 6o power they will introduce locai
radic, bubt onz irteresting fact emorged at this conference; Paul EBryan, who is
rew the Shadew Minister of Foste and Communications, said there wouid be a survey
carricd out on British radic. Let’s hope they come out with some favourable
findingsil

Pon Onipion Poll f

Those of you who read "lDisc & lusic inho™ will have seen in a recent issue
8 poll they cerried out, with opiniens frewm 500 peaders (insluding N.C.R.M,
Committee moubers Hartin Toeeen and Sue Mitehell - there we are againl. Well,
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one thing that the poll did prove was that over 80% of the 300 taring port

the poll 414 not think Ratio Cne was a good substitute for the of fshore stations.
Douglas Muggeridge, Contrciler B.B.C. Radio Une and Tuo, sald thatl Radio One

was rever meant to repiace the offshore statiens. He cught fo read *Ransard,
which reporis the goings-on in Parliamen® - there he will find that the then
Postzaster General, Edward Short, calming the fears of listensrs who would be
without a pop secrvice, said that Radio One would bs coming +o fill the gop,
courtesy of the B.B.C. If that is pot a replacement, what is¥  The only thing
of interest Douglas Muggeridge said was thal he would like to dn awsy with
‘recdle time'; I think we all agree that this is a stupid restriction, hecsusec
rusicions would not be put out of work by increased record playiocg -~ ia fact the
groups or bands recording records would probsbly get more record sales and such
more work 'iive'. So how about budging then, Musiciuns' Union?

Snike Milligen

Ineluted with this nowsiettsr is snother N.C.R.M. Exclusive Interview, with
Spike Milligan., You are reading it FIHST in the ¥.C.R. 4., newsglebter -~ you may
read it again eloewhere at a later date, but remember we were first.

Renewals
Just in case you have forgottsn, if your membership is due for renewal,

Y
you have two months from date of expiry to remew it at only 7/ 6d.

Radio Vercniza

There have been rumours circulating recently that Radic Veronica, the
Duteh station on 192 metres, is closing down. Degpite these rumours, ths
etation has no intention cof going off the air; we have no idea how and
where such rumours began, but we're glad to say theyire not true at all.

KWell, that is all for smow. e hove a whols lot of you will enger the draw
and try to sell as many tickets ns possible to your families and friends, and
gocd luck with your own free fickets!  Till about Christmas, then. Bye=—u-e
for pow (that's familiar).

The Committoe



NATIONAL COMMERCIAL RADIO MOVEMENT

Exclusive Interview with Spike Milligen (Intervicwer Martin Rosen) 4?6"

M.R, Spike, can I have your views on independent radio - would you like to see it
established in this country?

Spike Yes, I would like independent radio; I enjoyed it very much when it was
going, .and I was a bit horrified when the B.B.C. took over lock stock and
barrel, the whole set-up, once it had been closed down by the Postmaster
General.

M.R. Actually, the B.B.C. never wanted to put on this pop service - they were
dnstructed to do so by the Government.

Spike Well, having closSed down all the pop 'pirate"stations, this was the least
they could dé. They said they could give us the same thing, provided they
used the original people and the original idea.

M.R. Lo you have any idea why the B.B.C.'s Radio One has not been a success with
© - teenagers? _
Spike Radio One? Well, it was originally & success-beforé the B.B.C. tcok it over

put once that happened, well .... all the hard work had been done for then,
they just copied the formula: free of charge, gratis, that's piracy!

M.R, Do you think there's still a need for commercial radio to provide pop music
and other forms of entertainment?

Spike Well, unless the B.B.C. have competition they have no yardstick - they would
5till have had "Housewives Choice'' as the big record programme of the day
had it not been for the style introduced by the pop 'pirate' radio stations.

M.R.  If there were more stations, independent stations, set up now, would you say
it could improve the B.B.C. even further?.

Spike Of course it would! Don't forget what made B.B.C. television come alive
was independent tele ision; until then it was a very soggy sort of thing,
~all right, but the standard was all shot up. Now they are deoing things ..
which are in art form, almost.

M.R. One of the things said against commercizl radio is that it would drop to the
lowest level of broadcasting; do you have any views on that?

Spike Of course, we take the "Daily Mirror™ as the lowest level of newspaper
standards of reading to reach the largest audience; this isn't a crime, this
is commerce. \We live in a capitalist society, so we went this way. 1
don't listen entirely to pop all day, I like also classical music, Bulgarian
music, I like jazz, basic jazz, and so on.

M.R. Did you ever listen to the "sweet music” that Radio 390 used to play?

Spike I dia!l I liked it very much. I liked it because it proved that a station
that didn't beam out just pop could alsc be successful on comuercial radio,
which destroys the srgument that all commercial radic will be is entirely
one line of pop. Of course, you get a majority, 98% of the people selling
pop records all the time, but it is up to the people who run the station.
There are more than just teenagers in England, you can attract people from
the age of 30 up to 60 and more.

M.R. In our Broadcasting Study, which you have got, we do say that we envisage
a number of stations per region, a number that is technically possible, and
commercially viable. Now if there were = whole lot of pop stations, obviously
they would not all be able to survive; therefore we propose one pop station,
another "sweet music' station, and they could also run in competition with
cach other ....

Spike Great, yes:

M.R. What we wouldn't like to see, though, is something set up on similar lines
to the Independent Television Authority, where there 1s ome gtation per
region, and that one station has its own monopely. Do you agree on that?

Spike Yes, I don't like monopolies. I'd rather have small distinct units, like,
as you suggest, regional, within a certain region having two pop programmes
and one Ysweet’', one news set-up, and as well you can have comedy, drama,
and Pop.

/continued
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Have you experienced radic abroad?

Yes, Australia mostly. They run stations all over the place, and they da
it successfully, and they compete with the Australian Broadcasting Commission.

And they survive quite well?

They do survive well, yes. They push the A.B.C.  What happens is that.
commercial stations push, and the A.B.C. have got to compete, can't lie
back because the independents keep it on its toes.

What are your views on the B.B.C. - that they should stay more to their
public-service broadcasting (the Radio Three set-up), would you rather the
B.B.C. stayed to this, and left the commercial aspect to the commercial
stations? : 3

Well, it was like that, but they have to compete, I suppose, ctherwise they'd
feel rather left out of it. Pop is the thing, and they've got to have

their pop station; what I'm saying is have their pop stations, but compete
with other commercial pop stations, which will keep them on their toes, and

T like to think that as the B.B.C. is public-sponsored, it should have
stations that are educational; we should not ignore education, but this is
where the B.B.C. could thrive, no competition at all. I must admit I've
learned a lot from the B.B.C. in music and art and suchlike. I've never
learned anything from the commercial stations, but then I didn't switch to
commercial stations to get education. The B.B.C.'s Schools Brondcasts

are marvellous - there is no need for them to compete, they can moke the
running on their own, on three or four wavelengths, but if they wani to
compete with pop as they do, well goced luck to them, but I think there ought
to be some competition.

You did tell me that you would like independent radio established to help
open up religion to everybody - what exactly are your views on this?

I think there ought to be religious broadcasts, but not like this gloomy
atmosphere of the "Epilogue’. . I'd like it interjected between records, like
say to one of the groups ~ '"What do you think of religion, has it ever

‘happened for you, do you feel you would like to have religion, are you agin

it2?"  Let them talk, not just "How-are-you-what-is-your-latest-reccrd-what
is-the-latest-numberuin-the—pop-charts-what*yer-got-coming4up—are-you-going-
for-a~tour~of-the-States’ and ail this same rubbish. All pop groups are
human beings, very much so.

But I presume you wouldn't like to see éomething like Garner Ted Armstrong
over here, would you? Did you ever hear him, it was an American thing.

Oh, Aumericans - forget it! What makes me very uptight aboul the B.B.C. -is
this - I write to them, and say I would like to do "Housewives Choice”, 1'd
like to dc it because literally everybody in the profession has done it;
they say {'m unsuitable. Now that is what mskes me very frightened of the
B.B.C., when it becomes more of a monopoly, it shouldn't be like that. I
wrote back to them asking them to explain why I'm unsuitable, they've got no
reason -at all. T said. I'm married, I've got four children, I'm a reasonably
good Christian, I'm a respected citizen, I've never been to prison, and they
won't answer. Frank Gillzrd wrote a grey letter saying that my particular
talents might not be suitable, suitable for putting a gramaphone record on?
What talent is this? The least talented job in the worldl

Perhaps they're frightened you might say something they would be embarrassed

“about?

That's it, yes.

Well, if there were other stations, ali the other stations would probably be
wanting to have your services, and then the B.B.C. would want you.

Cn the B.B.C. I'd try harder to be a better disc~jockey, because of that.

If I got a job on one of the stations for one hour in the mornings, I think
I'd meke a good job of it. They said I was suitable for a children's prog-
ramme! : :

Do you have any views on the B.B.C. bamnming, or refusing to pley, records,
such as 'Je t'aime ~ wmoi non plus', evern when it was Nurber One

It is a grotty, grotty record - not pop, just sex - I don't think I want to
listen to this or a record. I heard the eguivalent Twelve years ago, some
chap seying "lMarsha, marsha - John, John .. I don't know if they ought
to ban it = I don't went to hear it myself. It just bores me to death.



