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Foreword

The Campaign for Independent Broadcasting is a
listeners! organisation and has studied sound broadcasting
in depth. The conclusions of this and an earlier memorandum
published in July 1970 have taken into account the listeners!
viewpoint, the operating viability including inter-station
competition and the effect on existing media and artists and
verformers.
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The Teasability of the conclusions presented in our first memorandum in
favour of commercicl radic tsing V.H.F., and operating in small regional units
with overlapping coverages have been further justified by the following factors:

‘The seccnd gencration of B.B.C, ".ocal' in reality area radio stations
now ccming into operation ie developing listener interest from wide areas
utside the stetion's normel operatipg area. Re=inforcing our belief that
separate progremm’ng on V. H F. will produce even wider public acceptance of
this medivm, Toncon shtores named in promctional campaigns by B.B.C. Radio
Tondon are repcriing strong intercst in V.H.F, veceivers, One major store
veports an 80 per ceunt Factor of customers buying V.HF. Another shop is re=
structuring it3 buving pattern in view of the trend. A third store offers
good performance weceivers of a price of nine guineas, Reception of B,D.C.
Radio Iondecr in thes: highly ecreened steele-framed buildings varies from good
to excellent. The results of trarsmitter polarisation experiments published
by the B;B.Ci_in Aogust shoy that 45 degree slant polarisation provides a
significant increabe'in sigral streagth when using vertical car aerials and
portable recsivers, withoubt causing serious reduction in signal strength
where external horizontally polarised cerials are already in use.
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The wxpanwicn of broadeasting using V.H.F. is in the National interest
heaxing in i1n the near future an International frequency conference
may well neceusitate sone sweeping changes in frequency/service patterns, and
thercelfore the cempareiicn of national VeH,F./medium frequency services already
operatedly the B.B.C, will be uscessary. The Administrative Radio Conference,
Geneve, 1959, wecoammendsticn No. 15 states:

that the memhor: and Asscelate Members of the .Union should -
contider whe poszibility of using fregnency modulated
trancmiseions in the Band 8 for their national services,

Recommendation Lo. L4 shebes:

et the next Administrati.e Radio Conference, administrations

legion L consider the possibility of proposing a new allocation

- band 100-108 Mhz, with special reference to the
28

One of the ey Tactouri in determining “he success of new sources of -
broadcasting will be needle time agreements, It is here that . .regional
broadecasting can be a major factor in negobiabtion with musicians and record
izterests. The Migicianc Union have rejected a straight increase in payments
for further playing of records. Ve believe that this potential deadlock czn—
be resolved by regilonal stationc giving direct employment in originating pre=
taped material to balance a sizeahle increase in "needle time". Music or
other pre~taped programmes originated by a station broadcasting to, say, part
of South East England, wonld be just as acceptable a commodity to listeners
in North East England six ronths or a year later, making an open market of
saleable material between stations at the regional and local level. We
believe that to operate eTfectively in the age of television small regional
stations have to adopt some degree of audience specialisation. This is
particularly true if television brosdcasting hours are extended further into
the daytime, ‘

The uge of V.E.F. with coveragss in the order of 50~100 miles will ensure
sufficlewtly viable areas taking into account the fast growing number of fixed
domestic and portable receivers to be follewed by a steady increase of V.H.F.
car recelvers, Tne advertising support for these stations would come almost
exclusively from the rational advertising market, leaving the local advertising
segment untouched as a support for really local stations. ZLocal stations will
succeed by the intimacy of thelr small areas, of the order of 15 miles
coverage and a mixed Trogromme ocubtpub. Really local stations would affect the
local newspape:s' reverue and in these circumstances loeal newspapers should be
allowed a stake in a lozal xadio ctebion. Where more than one local station is
visble in a conurbation there shculd be no objections to a local newspaper taking
a majority stake. '
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The frequency -structure that we have advocated has been specifically
selected to allow small regional broadcasting using V.H.F., and local
broadecasting with daylight medium wave support covering up to 15 miles to
develop without one sericusly affecting the revenue sources of the other.
Applying this classification to B.B.C. "local" radio would leave the second
generation area stations that have coverages of 50 miles or so on V.H.F,
solely. The promotion of V.H.F. which the B.B.C. is now underteking has
our full support. The net effect should whow an appreciable increase in
V. L, F. audience potential by the time commercial radio is ready for opera=
tions in 1971/2.

We do not consider that sponsored programmes to be in the best

interests of listeners or production staffs and wehope that a broadcasting
council will lay down provisions to prevent spensorship. The maximum amount
of advertising appears to have wide acceptance at a figure of 6 mins. in any
hour. The actual working arrangement of advertising within programmes should
be left to individual stations, i.e. spot advertising with music blends well
with some programmes, while grouped advertising is probably preferred during
programmes wih a more serious aspect.

Broadeasting Council

We have previously outlined the structure this council should take.
¥hilst we have indicated that certain comtrols may be necessary and even
desirable, we feel it 1s necessary to reiterate the central point of
exercising the minimum necessary controls to allow stations to establish
separate identities and develop along lines determined by themselves in
conjunction with the wishes ¢f the listeners in their particular areas.

Furthermore, we believe it is desirable in the interests of listeners
for new groups from time to time to be given the chance to enter this
relatively new medium if they wish. In this way the opportunity will be given
for new ideas for programming, management and in technical fields, to come to

the fore.

Although this may turn out to be possible only when licences expire
after the 3~5 year period (as suggested) we believe that the only basic
limitations in the total number of licensed stations should be the technical
availability regarding wavelengths coupled with the natural self-limits
imposed by the commercial viability.



